
 

 

 

 

 

 

English 9 Honors 

Course Description 

Students will improve specific composing skills through frequent and varied writing assignments. The study 
of grammar and usage increases accuracy in speaking and writing. Students will receive instruction in library 
and research skills for the preparation of oral and written research products.  

Furthermore, students will read a wide variety of literature and are expected to interpret authors’ styles and 
meanings. Through the study of words encountered in readings and content presentations, students increase 
their vocabulary. Students will practice oral skills through various individual and group activities, including 
dramatic readings. 

Educator 

Mrs. Emily Du Plessis                             
Broad Run High School                                  
Room 203                              
edupless@lcps.org                                                      
571. 252. 2300 

Materials 

The following items need to be purchased by the student.  Students must have these items with them for class by 
Monday, 9/9 and Tuesday, 9/10. 

 Binder – 4 dividers  
 Student Agenda  
 Pens/Pencils 
 Loose paper 
 Journal ( notebook) for daily journal writing 
 Index cards 

 

Evaluation System 

Students will be evaluated by a straight point system following the LCPS grading scales. The complexity of the 
assignment determines the point value assigned to each activity and assignment. For example, larger assignments, 
such as essays, will have a value of 100 points; whereas, a homework assignment or short in class activity may be 
worth 10-20 points.  

Clarity  

All parents have access to Clarity this school year.  Please make sure that if you have not registered that you do so 
promptly.  That will be your way of keeping up with your child’s progress in my class.  



 

 

Make-Up Policy 

Students are expected to turn in work on time.  However, in the case of an absence students will be required to 
turn in work the next class after they return.  In the case of a bad day (as I like to call it) students will lose points 
for turning in work late at the next class meeting.  After one week, they will only be able to turn it in for ½ credit.   

 

Course Overview 

This course follows a thematic framework for the year, meaning that in each unit students will be analyzing and 
working with multi-genre texts that fall under the theme and essential question for that unit.  The goal in this 
planning is that students are gaining experience with a variety of texts throughout the duration of the year and not 
simply focusing on one genre for a short time period.  As a result, students are expected to make connections 
between the various texts and their own lives in order to be able to discuss, write, and analyze the essential 
question.  

 

County Objectives 

Writing: 
Focus on single and multi-paragraph writings of various types for specific audiences and purposes; focus on central 
idea and organization; development of a thesis with supporting details and an effective introduction and 
conclusion. 
 

Literature: 
Develop skills in extensive reading of a variety of genres; application of associated literary terms; literary analysis.  
 

Oral Language: 
Dramatic readings; critique of oral presentations; formal and informal oral presentations with focus on speech 
design, vocabulary, audience, purpose, and communication skills.  
 
Research 
Focus on research process; note-taking, citing sources, and paraphrasing; use of traditional and technology-based 
sources; creation of a variety of individual and group products; including research papers. 
 
Vocabulary 
Develop college-preparatory vocabulary.  Develop use of vivid nouns, verbs, and modifiers; review of grammar, 
usage, and mechanics; editing for correct mechanics and usage.  

 

 

Expectations 

 Students are expected to respect all members of the class, the teacher and the classroom itself. 
 Students are expected to be on time and prepared for class. 
 Complete all assignments on time. 
 NO eating in the classroom.  You may have something to drink.  
 Maintain a positive attitude towards learning. 
 Participate in class discussion, activities, and team activities. 

 Have fun learning!!  



 

 

 

Habits of Mind 

As an Honors English student, there is a high standard that students should strive to meet.  Listed below 
are the habits of mind, these are standards in which honors level students will be held to.  Although I 
understand that not all students will begin freshmen English with these, to be successful in this course 
students should strive to work towards these habits throughout the duration of this class. 

 

As an Honors English student, I 

• Read widely and often 
• Foster my spirit of inquiry; seek answers 
• Make connections 
• Reflect thoughtfully 
• Refine my thinking 
• Develop my capacity for analysis 
• Write widely and often 
• Revise deeply 
• Demonstrate originality 
• Work diligently 

 

Website  

Information regarding homework assignments, upcoming tests and quizzes, and large assignment sheets can be 
found on my personal website under the Staff tab on the BR website.  Students should access this site in order to 
stay up to date on assignments, especially when they are absent.   

 

Student Absences 

It is imperative to note that when you are absent from English class it is your responsibility to see me in regards to 
what you missed and to obtain any work that must be completed.  A new due date will be assigned and students 
will have until that date to return the completed work.  If they miss that specific date and turn the work in later, 
then they will lose points for the assignment being late.  

 

Texts 

The following list of texts is one that has been compiled to meet the essential questions throughout each 
unit of the year.  Although mostly predetermined, the list may be subject to change during the school year 
for various reasons.  

Textbook: Language of Literature  

 

 

 



 

 

Primary Literature:        

 Speak 
 Sleeping Freshmen Never lie 
 To Kill a Mockingbird 
 12 Angry Men 
 Romeo and Juliet 
 The Odyssey 
 Of Mice and Men  
 Various independent reading novels  

 

Secondary Literature:  

 “The Most Dangerous Game” 
 “The Necklace” 
 Glory and Hope 
 I Have a Dream 
 “Incident in  a Rose Garden” 
 “The Road Not Taken” 
 “I, too, Sing America” 
 “The Lady, or, the Tiger” 
 Into Thin Air, excerpt  
 “Theme for English B” 
 “The Open Window” 
 On being 17, Bright, and Unable to Read 
 Other current articles & videos  

 

Writing Expectations 

Students will be expected to write widely and often both in and out of class.  Not only will they engage in 
daily critical writing activities during class, but they will be expected to complete a variety of formal writing 
assignments throughout the course of the year, including but not limited to the following: 

 Creative Writing- short story assignment 

 Literary Analysis  

 Timed Writing Prompts 

 Persuasive Writing 

 Reflective Writing 

 Research based writing 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sign below if you read and understand the course requirements!! 

Student Signature _______________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________________________________ 


